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The road to becoming Commander of the PA 
Veterans of Foreign Wars was very interesting 
to say the least. I would like to thank you for the 
honor and privilege to lead this great organization. 
I have always believed that when you become 
a leader, it is not about you but making those 
around you better. I also realize that I cannot do 
it alone. Like when we were deployed, everyone 
accomplished a successful mission. 

My motto is Teach, Coach, Mentorship. So many 
times, over the years, I have heard that we elected a member to a position 
but also heard that they have no experience and are provided with no help. 
That is where Teach Coach and Mentorship is vital to help them become 
successful for the District or Post. Leaders cannot let anyone fail. I would 
like to thank Bill Stellfox for agreeing to assist Posts and Districts if a 
Quartermaster needs training, I encourage Posts and Districts to reach out 
to Bill and his team for the training.  

I am sure we get tired of hearing about membership, but it is important to 
every Post, District, and the Department. About half of the Posts in our 
Department did not recruit one member. This may not hurt a Post with 
many members, but the Posts that have very few members could result 
in that Post losing its charter. But more importantly, we have a moral 
obligation to recruit new members for several reasons.  

1. When we go to Washington or Harrisburg to fi ght for Veterans
and the family, it is important to show we represent thousands of
members.

2. When a member of the services leaves the service, someone needs
to be there for them. That should be us!Tom Sally is leading our
membership program. Tom has my support, and we should reach
out to him and take our Department to a National Leader where we
belong.

Finally, I realize that I cannot do this alone. It will take all of us to move 
our department forward. I accept this role, as a solemn commitment to 
serve you, my fellow veterans, with integrity, compassion, and tireless 
eff ort. 

William Roland
William (Bill) Roland, State Commander 2025-2026

State Commander
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State Line Officers 

State Senior Vice Commander
James (Jim) Brown (Post 5958)
16535 S. Main Street
Pleasantville, PA 16341
Email: vfwjimbrown@gmail.com  
Phone: 814-758-6087

State Junior Vice Commander 
Glenn Owen (Post 6824)
8653 Route 467
LeRaysville, PA 18829
E-mail: glennowen286@gmail.com
Phone: 570-878-5577

State Commander
William (Bill) Roland (Post 914)
3708 Bevan Road
North Versailles, PA 15137
Email: billroland5008@yahoo.com  
Phone: 412-721-2602
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State Line Officers ... continued

Assistant Chief of Staff
Jessica King (Post 8430) 
1019 Reiss Lane
N Versailles, PA 15137
E-mail: district29vfwcmdr@gmail.com
Phone: 412-618-8902

Chief of Staff
Henry Mannella (Post 7632)
456 Dennison Drive 
West Mifflin, PA 15122
Email: hank.72mannella@gmail.com 
Phone: 412-500-3501

State Adjutant/Quartermaster
John B. Getz, Jr. (Post 3376)
4002 Fenton Ave.
Harrisburg, PA 17109
E-mail: Quartermaster@vfwpahq.org
Phone: 717-234-7927
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State Line Officers ... continued

Immediate Past State Commander
Barbara (Barb) Loncar (Post 5265)
15 Farm House Ln.
Camp Hill PA 17011
Email: barbara.loncar87@gmail.com   
Phone: (717) 476-2490 

State Judge Advocate
Frank J. McGovern (Post 3460)
1112 Foss Ave.
Drexel Hill, PA 19026
Email: frankjmcgovern@msn.com 
Phone: 610-742-4220

State Surgeon
Jesse Olson (Post 6611)
183 Germania Street
Galeton, PA 16922
Email: olsonj1984@gmail.com        
Phone: 706-577-7293
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State Line Officers ... continued

State Inspector
Michael McLane (Post 7069)
128 Jennifer Dr.
North Abington Township PA 18414-
9794
Email: mgm128@comcast.net 
Phone: (570) 563-2480       

State Chaplain
David A. Brady (Post 8430)
1814 Hill St.
White Oak PA 15131-2138
Email: chaplainbrady@comcast.net  
Phone: 815-861-5941

State Parliamentarian
Thomas (Ace) Hanzes (Post 7599)
106 North 16th Street
Greenville, PA 16125 
E-mail: thomashanzes@yahoo.com
Phone: 724-815-9164
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State Sergeants-at-Arms

State Line Officers ... continued

State Sgt.-at Arms
David Swanson (Post 1132)
4146 Highland Road
Kane, PA 16735
E-mail: dasr.swanson@verizon.net
Phone: 814-598-3490

National Council Member
Nathaniel Smith (Post 7293)
1149 Fairmont Street
Whitehall, PA 18052
Email: btcmret9955@hotmail.com 
Phone: 610-509-2324

Asst. State Sgt.at-Arms
James Ritchie (Post 6495)
17 Carolina Ave.
Morrisville, PA  19067
Email: rustlers175@gmail.com  Phone: 
215-736-1875
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State Sergeants-at-Arms ... continued

Asst. State Sgt.at-Arms
Ruth (Fairchild) Altman (Post 315) 
160 Lakewood Rd.
New Castle, PA 16101
E-mail: fairchildra64@aol.com
Phone: 724-544-4745

Asst. State Sgt.at-Arms
Matthew Porter (Post 5958)
1005 N. Monroe St.
Titusville, PA 16354
Email: raptorkeeper08@gmail.com 
Phone: 214-537-7090

Asst. State Sgt.at-Arms
John Pagliaro (Post 7252)
781 Maple Street
Brockway, PA 15824
Email: jpags.vfw7252@gmail.com 
Phone: 814-661-5282
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State District Commanders 

District 1
Robin Liberty (Post 7919) 
611 Meadow Lane
Oreland, PA 19075
Email: libertypalegion@gmail.com  
Phone: 215-870-3392

District 7
William Dondero (Post 3460)
700 Cherry Tree Rd. Apt. H5
Aston, PA 19014
Email: williamdondero@gmail.com 
Phone: 484-888-0659

District 8
Thomas L Applebach (Post 9264)  
6154 Shepherd Hills Ave.
Wescosville PA 18106-9623
Email: tom.applebach@gmail.com   
Phone:267-221-0546
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State District Commanders  ... continued

District 11
James Merk (Post 8317)
49 Kings Road
Benton, PA 17814
Email: ffe25@frontier.com
Phone: 570-925-5766

District 10
J M Magnotta (Post 4712)
657 Jefferson Ave.
Jermyn PA 18433-1631
Email: jmatcret@gmail.com Phone: 
570-282-6020

District 9
Michael McKenzie (Post 5752)
204 E. Harrisburg Ave.
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Email: mjmckenzie1@gmail.com 
Phone: 717-779-6139
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State District Commanders ... continued

District 12
James A. Rice (Post 1532)
505 Susquehanna Rd.
Northumberland, PA 17857
Email: James.a.rice14@gmail.com 
Phone:570-847-6553

District 13
John F Magala (Post 6150) 
128 S Morwood Ave.
West Lawn PA 19609-2017
Email: drknite1939@gmail.com  
Phone: 610-463-6800

District 14
Phillip Price (Post 8488)
247 State Route 2012
Clifford Twp. PA. 18407
Email: pprice@nep.net
Phone: 570-506-1347
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State District Commanders ... continued

District 17
Harold Aucker (Post 6631)
306 W. Spruce St.
Selinsgrove, PA. 17870
Email: haucker1117@gmail.com  
Phone: 570-765-0025

District 16
Thomas Sally (Post 5954)
2638 Geryinlle Pike
Pennsburg PA 18073-2204
Email: tsally1964@gmail.com
Phone: 484 794-3194

District 15
Robert Salerno (Post 7810)
139 Nichols St.
Wellsboro, PA 16901
Email: robertsalerno02@gmail.com 
Phone: 914-874-6710
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State District Commanders ... continued

District 18
David W. (Spike) Gyger (Post 9639) 
111 Cameron Street
Hummelstown, PA. 17036
E-mail: djc57@verizon.net
Phone: 717-991-1473

District 20
Gregory Protsko (Post 8612)
108 Culvert Hill Road
Shohola, PA 18458
Email: g.protsko@outlook.com 
Phone: 570-677-9222

District 19
Gary T Prohaska (Post 8803) 
PO Box44 West Hickory PA 16370-
0044
Email: eelha0334@outlook.com 
Phone: 814 493-4595 
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State District Commanders ... continued

District 23
Alister McGibbon (Post 8543)
1087 W. Penn Blvd.
Uniontown, PA 15401
Email: alistermcgibbon@hotmail.com  
Phone: 724-415-8160

District 22
Stewart L Hockenberry (Post 1600)  
245 1 /2 N Spring St.
Bellefonte PA 16823-1505
Email: jrhockenberry1184@gmail.
com Phone:  814- 441-4401 

District 21
Robert Hinkle (Post 5265)
3675 Fox Chase Drive
Dover, PA 17315 
Email: bhinkle@vfw5265.org
Phone: 717-542-6948    
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State District Commanders ... continued

District 24
Frank M. Lewicki (Post 553)
1134 Vista Hill Rd.
Canonsburg PA 15317-9651
Email: steinsbmc@gmail.com
Phone: 724- 914-0672

District 25
Brian Peters (Post 499)
1203 Villa Drive Apt. F
Butler, PA 16601
Email: vfwdistrict25pa@outlook.com     
Phone:  724-712-6487  

District 26
David Seymore (Post 7377)
473 Dysart Rd.
Dysart, PA 16636
Email: rooftopinsp@aol.com
Phone: 814-931-0600
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State District Commanders ... continued

District 29
Richard Stefanick (Post 9197)
1481 Butler Plank Rd.
Glenshaw, PA 15116
Email: richard.stefanick@gmail.com   
Phone: 412-400-0819

District 28
John Hayden (Post 740)
8230 Mill Street
Girard, PA 16417
Email: jph3006@outdrs.net
Phone: 814-440-3175

District 30
Melody Kutyba (Post 1754) 14170 
14170 Valley View Circle
Mt. Union, PA 17066
Email: mjp81364@gmail.com
Phone: 814-644-3760

District 27
Brian Armstrong (Post 8427)
5 Mary Dr. Herminie PA 15637
Email: barms13@gmail.com
Phone: 412- 901-9610 



–17–

State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Audit Chairman
Chairman Robert Eiler (Post 7842) 
12544 N. Lakefront Drive
Conneaut Lake, PA 16316
E-mail: goldust2@peoplepc.com
Phone: 412-974-4095

Arthritis/Diabetes Chairman
Larry Hawthorne (Post 1338)
687 Grover Avenue
Masury, OH 44438
E-mail: larry.hawthorne@att.net
Phone: 724-699-2521

Audit Committee
Central (1-year)
Larry N. Reece (Post 5752)
315 Orange Street
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
E-mail: ljreece@embarqmail.com
Phone: 717-361-6298
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Barger Scholarship Chairman
Roxann Shearer (Post 1446)
810 Jefferson Lane
Red Lion, PA 17356
Email: rox_usn_07@hotmail.com 
Phone: 717-654-2453

Audit Committee
East (2-year) 
Russell Canevari (Post 5544)
105 Basalyga Street
Jessup, PA 18434
E-mail: bigguy1248@comcast.net
Phone: 570-877-2479

Audit Committee
West (3 Year)
Thomas (Ace) Hanzes (Post 7599)
106 N. 16th Street
Greenville, PA 16125 
Email: thomashanzes@yahoo.com   
Phone: 724-815-9164
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

By-Laws Chairman
James V. Manser (Post 7155)
2040 Kerr Road
Harleysville, PA 19438
Email: james.manser@comcast.net  
Phone: 610 324-9848

Citizenship Education Chairman
Glenn Owen (Post 6824)
8653 Route 467
LeRaysville, PA 18829
E-mail: glennowen286@gmail.com
Phone: 570-878-5577

Buddy Poppy Chairman
Roger Miller (Post 2493)
145 Fig Tree Way
Manchester, PA 17345 
Email: rfmillervfw@gmail.com  
Phone: 717-654-1446
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Credentials Chairwoman
Barbara Kollar (Post 1586)
P.O. Box 231
Hastings, PA 16646
E-mail: barbiekollar@outlook.com
Phone: 814-322-8634

Finance Chairman 
Robert Eiler (Post 7842)
12544 N. Lakefront Drive
Conneaut Lake, PA 16316
E-mail:  goldust2@peoplepc.com
Phone: 412-974-4095

Gaming Committee
Robert Heriford (Post 7293)
2937 Alton Ave.
Allentown, PA 18103
Email: fi rstsgt1978@gmail.com 
Phone: 719-419-6182
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Homeless Veterans Chairman
David W. (Spike) Gyger (Post 9639) 
111 Cameron Street
Hummelstown, PA. 17036
E-mail: djc57@verizon.net
Phone: 717-991-1473

Healthcare Award Chairwoman
Ruth (Fairchild) Altman (Post 315) 
160 Lakewood Rd.
New Castle, PA 16101
E-mail: fairchildra64@aol.com
Phone: 724-544-4745

Gaming Committee
Devin Taylor (Post 7012)
512 Boundary Dr.
New Freedom, PA 17349
Email:  dtaylorvfw7012@gmail.com  
Phone: 910-644-8666
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Internal Affairs Chairman 
Chester Potoski (Post 7251)
609 Center St. Apt. 1
Throop, PA 18914
Email: cpotoski1954@gmail.com 
Phone: 570-687-5375 

Internal Affairs Co-Chairman (East) 
James Frisbe (Post 7251)
134 State Rte. 2069
Union Dale, PA 18470
Email: hillbillykid_99@yahoo.com 
Phone: 570-840-0847

Internal Affairs Co-Chairman (East)
William (Bill) Stellfox (Post 8306) 
109 S. 4th Street, 1st Floor
Catawissa, PA. 17820
Email: wstellfox@hotmail.com
Phone: 215-823-9856
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Internal Affairs Co-Chairman (West) 
Thomas (Ace) Hanzes (Post 7599)
106 North 16th St.
Greenville, PA 16125
Email: thomashanzes@yahoo.com 
Phone: 724-815-9164

Internal Affairs Co-Chairman (Central) 
David W. (Spike) Gyger (Post 9639)
111 Cameron Avenue
Hummelstown, PA 17036
Email: djc57@verizon.net
Phone: 717-991-1473

Internal Affairs Co-Chairman (East) 
Roy Schrimp (Post 7377)
175 Ashview Dr.
Towanda, PA 18848
Email: schrimpfourwheel@epix.net 
Phone: 607-846-8636
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

National Legislative Co-Chairman
James Rice (Post 1532)
505 Susquehanna Rd.
Northumberland, PA.17857
Email: james.a.rice.14@gmail.com 
Phone: 570-847-6553

National Legislative Co-Chairman 
Gregory Protsko (Post 8612)
108 Culvert Hill Road
Shohola, PA 18458
Email: g.protsko@outlook.com 
Phone: 570-677-9222

National Legislative Chairman
Richard Casey (Post 7155)
102 Wayne Avenue
Eagleville, PA 19403  
E-mail: commander@trappvfw.org
Phone: 610-937-1438
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Membership Chairman
Thomas Sally (Post 5954)
2638 Geryinlle Pike
Pennsburg PA 18073-2204
Email: tsally1964@gmail.com
Phone: 484 794-3194

Loyalty Day Chairman
Jeffrey Puckett (Post 7530)
205 Fairway Dr.
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
Email: jeffpuckett153@yahoo.com  
Phone: 717-877-5702

Membership Team
Henry Mannella (Post 7632)
456 Dennison Drive
West Mifflin, PA 15122
Email: hank.72mannella@gmail.com  
Phone: 412-500-3501
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Membership Team
Craig Fisher (Post 5956)
51 N. Wolf Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Email: cofi sh17@windstream.net 
Phone: 717-405-0980

Membership Team
Johnnie Walker (Post 928)
16 Lukens Mill Drive
S Coatesville, PA. 19320
Email: fstgtwalker@comcast.net  
Phone: 610-220-5053

Membership Team
Joseph Magnotta (Post 4712) 
657 Jefferson Ave.
Jermyn, PA 18433
Email: jmatcret@gmail.com
Phone: 570-282-6020
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Patriots Pen Chairman
William Lamond (Post 5207)
3360 Nashotka Road
Madison Township, PA 18444
E-mail: ta30chev@gmail.com
Phone: 570-241-5875

POW/MIA Committee Chairman
Ronald Peters Chairman (Post 212) 
1075 S. Kendal Avenue
Bradford, PA 16701
E-mail: acavrp@hotmail.com
Phone: 814-366-1698

VFW National Home Chairman
Benjamin Mastridge (Post 6495)
14 Bittersweet Road
Levittown, PA 19057
Email: bensarmy@hotmail.com 
Phone: 267-254-9062
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Realignment Chairman
Russell Canevari (Post 5544)
105 Basalyga Street
Jessup, PA 18434
E-mail: bigguy1248@comcast.net
Phone: 570-877-2479

Safety Chairman
Brian Delaney (Post 4712)
52 Carey Street
Ashley, PA 18706
E-mail: vfwpost4712adj@outlook.
com  Phone: 570-575-3589

Student Veterans Chairman
Jesse Olson Post (6611)
183 Germania Street
Galeton, PA 16922
E-mail: vfw.pa.sva@gmail.com
Phone: 706-577-7293
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Veteran and Military Services
Chairman
Thomas Sally (Post 5954)
2638 Geryinlle Pike
Pennsburg PA 18073-2204
Email: tsally1964@gmail.com
Phone: 484 794-3194

Jessica King (Post 8430)
1019 Reiss Lane N Versailles, PA 15137
E-mail: district29vfwcmdr@gmail.com • Phone: 412-618-8902

William (Bill) Roland (Post 914)
3708 Bevan Road North Versailles, PA. 15137
E-mail: billroland5008@yahoo.com • Phone: 412-721-2602

James (Jim) Brown (Post 5958)
16535 S. Main Street Pleasantville, PA 16341
Email: vfwjimbrown@gmail.com • Phone: 814-758-6087

Glenn Owen (Post 6824)
8653 Route 467 LeRaysville, PA 18829
E-mail: glennowen286@gmail.com • Phone: 570-878-5577

Barbara (Barb )Loncar (Post 5265)
15 Farm House Lane, Camp Hill, PA 17011
Email: Barbara.loncar87@gmail.com • Phone: 717-476-2490

Veterans Service Members    
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Veterans Service Members ... continued

David W. (Spike) Gyger (Post 9639)
111 Cameron Avenue Hummelstown, PA 17036
Email: djc57@verizon.net • Phone: 717-991-1473

Robert Eiler (Post 7842)
12544 N. Lakefront Drive Conneaut Lake, PA 16316
E-mail:  goldust2@peoplepc.com • Phone: 412-974-4095

Henry Mannella (Post 7632)
456 Dennison Drive West Miffl in, PA 15122
Email: hank.72mannella@gmail.com • Phone: 412-500-3501

John B. Getz, Jr. (Post 3376)
4002 Fenton Ave. Harrisburg, PA. 17109
E-mail: Quartermaster@vfwpahq.org • Phone: 717-234-7927

Russell Canevari (Post 5544)
105 Basalyga Street Jessup, PA 18434
E-mail: bigguy1248@comcast.net • Phone: 570-877-2479

Thomas (Ace) Hanzes (Post 7599)
106 N. 16th Street Greenville, PA 16125 
Email: thomashanzes@yahoo.com • Phone: 724-815-9164

Ruth (Fairchild) Altman (Post 315) 
160 Lakewood Rd. New Castle, PA 16101
E-mail: fairchildra64@aol.com • Phone: 724-544-4745
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

VFW Riders Chairman (East) 
Larry Bills (Post 7418)
19 Ocola Drive 
Paradise, PA 17562 
Email: lbills70@yahoo.com 
Phone: 717-824-1614

Voice of Democracy Chairman 
Vincent Gavin (Post 7963)
658 Miller Street 
Eynon, PA 18403

E-mail: vincentdangavin@gmail.com 
Phone: 570-862-2955

VFW Riders Chairman (West)
Anthony Warner (Post 3945)
4390 Wildwood Sample Road
Allison Park, PA 15101
Email: anthony@gowarner.com  
Phone: 412-983-8669
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State Committee Chairpersons ... continued

Youth Activities Program Chairman
Randy Rice (Post 3376)
201 Snavely Mill Rd.
Lititz, PA 17543
E-mail: randy-rice@live.com
Phone: (717) 814-7914

Women's Veterans Chairman
Amy MacKenzie (Post 3376)
311 Jeff Avenue
Ephrata, PA 17522
E-mail: pawomenvets@gmail.com
Phone: 717-575-3982

Military Order of the Cooties
Commander, Grand of Pennsylvania
Alister McGibbon (Post 8543)
1087 W. Penn Blvd.
Uniontown, PA 15401
Email: alistermcgibbon@hotmail.com  
Phone: 724-415-8160
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Finance Committee 

William (Bill) Roland  (Post 914)
3708 Bevan Road North Versailles, PA. 15137
E-mail: billroland5008@yahoo.com • Phone: 412-721-2602

James (Jim) Brown (Post 5958)
16535 S. Main Street Pleasantville, PA 16341
Email: vfwjimbrown@gmail.com • Phone: 814-758-6087

Glenn Owen (Post 6824)
8653 Route 467 LeRaysville, PA 18829
E-mail: glennowen286@gmail.com • Phone: 570-878-5577

Barbara (Barb) Loncar (Post 5265)
15 Farm House Ln. Camp Hill, PA 17011
Email: barbara.loncar87@gmail.com • Phone: (717) 476-2490 

David W. (Spike) Gyger (Post 9639)
111 Cameron Avenue Hummelstown, PA 17036
Email: djc57@verizon.ne • Phone: 717-991-1473

Henry Mannella (Post 7632)
456 Dennison Drive West Miffl in, PA 15122
Email: hank.72mannella@gmail.co • Phone: 412-500-3501

Jessica King (Post 8430)
1019 Reiss Lane N Versailles, PA 15137
E-mail: district29vfwcmdr@gmail.com • Phone: 412-618-8902

Larry N. Reece (Post 5752)
315 Orange Street Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Email: ljreece@embarqmail.com • Phone: 717-361-6298

Thomas (Ace) Hanzes (Post 7599)
106 North 16th Street Greenville, PA 16125 
E-mail: thomashanzes@yahoo.com • Phone: 724-815-9164

John B. Getz, Jr. (Post 3376)
4002 Fenton Ave. Harrisburg, PA 17109
E-mail: Quartermaster@vfwpahq.org • Phone: 717-234-7927

Russell Canevari (Post 5544)
105 Basalyga Street Jessup, PA 18434
E-mail: bigguy1248@comcast.net • Phone: 570-877-2479
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Butler VA Healthcare
Rep. Joseph Lofton
426 Deer Run Road
Slippery Rock, PA 16057
(724) 738-5268

Deputy Norman Carpenter
284 Holykoke Road
Butler, PA 16001

Coatesville VAMC
Rep. Ralph Forrest
37 Melissa Lane
Downingtown, PA 19335
(610) 269-6963
blue611@verizon.net

Cpl. Crescenz VAMC (Phila.)
Rep. Thomas Nesbitt
2436 N 54th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19131

Deputy Gerald Ferguson
7201 Keystone Street, Apt 112
Philadelphia, PA 19135
(267) 312-6180
Deputy John H Lee
692 Mllard Road
Feasterville Trevose, PA 19053
(215) 322-8720
jhenryj@comcast.net

Erie VAMC
Rep. Charles Castelluccio
43265 Gilson Ridge Road
Titusville, PA 16354
(814) 827-2562
railrider5958@yahoo.com

Deputy Joseph Benacci
739 Aline Drive
Erie, PA 16509
(814) 434-0004
jbenacci@verizon.net

Deputy Thomas Strobel
11682 Route 97 N Lot 177
Waterford, PA 16441
(814) 218-2642
James Van Zandt VAMC
Rep. Ronald Pawuk
910 Norris Street
Saxton, PA 16678
(814) 215-9683
rpawuk910@comcast.net

Deputy Craig Dilling
411 E Allegheny Street
Martinsburg, PA 16662
(814) 793-0904

Lebanon VAMC
Rep. David Gyger
111 Cameron Avenue
Hummelstown, PA 17036
(717) 991-1473
djc57@verizon.net

VAVS Reps



Past National Commander-in-
Cheifs 
1914-15 – Thomas Crago
1917-18 – William Ralston
1920-22 – Robert G. Woodside
1925-26 – Fred Stover
1933-36 – James E. Van Zandt
1945-46 – Joseph M. Stack
1951-52 – Frank C. Hilton
1959-60 – Louis G. Feldmann
1971-72 – Joseph L. Vicites
2015-16 – John A. Biedrzycki, Jr.

Past State Commanders
1913-15 – William J. Brawley
1916 – Hugh L. McLaughlin
1915-16 & 1920-21 – E.J. Poole
1921-22 – Edward Rankin
1922-24 – R.J. Walsh
1924-25 – C. Blaine Smathers
1925-27 – Harpur M. Tobin
1927-28 – John L. Bingham
1928-30 – James E. Van Zandt
1930-31 – Aaron R. Gardner
1931-32 – Daniel J.C. O'Donnel
1932-33 – Benjamin Ralsky
1933-34 – Henry Grab

1934-35 – Joseph M. Stack
1935-36 – Raymond E. Conway
1936-37 – Philip A. Burket
1937-38 – John V. Horan
1938-39 – Chester W. Zerbe
1939-40 – Lloyd C. Pike
1940-41 – Leo Moerschbacher
1941-42 – John W. Rankin
1942-43 – William H. Bechtel, Jr.
1943-44 – Earl A. Seitz
1944-45 – James F. Coley
1945-46 – Nelson W. McCloskey
1946-47 – John U. Shrover
1947-48 – Frank C. Hilton
1948-49 – Hiram V. Hartman
1949-50 – G. Lynn Brotherson
1950-51 – Louis G. Feldmann
1951-52 – James J. Davis
1952-53 – Hugh H. Hoke
1953-54 – Elmer D. Christine
1954-55 – Joseph E. Kovach
1955-56 – Marlan O. Walter
1956-57 – Morton Fromm
1957-58 – William J. Tepsic
1958-59 – John C. Cavender
1959-60 – John J. Piparato
1960-61 – Leonard R. Santore
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Pittsburgh Healthcare Sys./
Heinz Progressive Care Ctr. 
Rep. Virginia Imhoff
431 Sangree Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
(412) 266-5306
Honorary Rep. Robert Pirohovich
1033 Main Street
Coraopolis, PA 15108
(412) 264-2559

Wilkes Barre VAMC
Rep – Robert Hayes
P O Box 988
Tobyhanna, PA 18466
(570) 369-2150
ida46ira@hotmail.com

In Memorium
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1961-62 – John T. Radko
1962-63 – Frank J. Zenzer
1963-64 – George E. Hartman
1964-65 – William J. Farley
1965-66 – Joseph L. Vicities
1966-67 – Leo L. Woyton
1967-68 – Norman P. McFadden
1968-69 – Eugene R. Manfrey
1969-70 – Lowell H. Norris
1970-71 – Ronald G. Tyler, Sr.
1971-72 – Rudolph E. Shearer
1972-73 – Michael M. Mullen
1973-74 – Louis Rizzo
1974-75 – Ervin L. Steele
1975-76 – Frank E. Rinaldi
1976-77 – Joseph G. Hertzler
1977-78 – Mariano J. Badali
1978-79 – Robert T. May
1979-80 – Anthony J. Longo
1980-81 – Albert V. Palumbo
1981-82 – George S. Kosanovich
1982-83 – Thomas J. Dougherty
1983-84 – Raymond C. Mullin

1984-85 – Tavio Angelo
1985-86 – Ricky DeLoreto
1986-87 – Allen Q. Jones
1987-88 – Jack E. Barger
1988-89 – Almon J. Long
1989-90 – Charles R. Feltenberger
1990-91 – Frank Fisher
1991-92 – Donald Lehman
1992-93 – William C. Allen
1993-94 – Norman F. Rettig
1994-95 – Neale H. Deibler
1995-96 – Donald J. Mills
1997-98 – Peter Krenitsky
1998-99 – Albert Thomas, Jr.
1999-2000 – Franklin E. Lopes
2000-01 – George Cain
2002-03 – John A. Biedrzycki, Jr.
2003-04 – Charles Prince
2004-05 – John Brenner
2014-15 – Gary Smith
2017-18 – Dwight R Fuhrman
2019-20 – Wayne Perry

In Memorium ... continued

Past State Commanders
1996-97
Howard L. Adler, Jr.
VFW Post 1810
417 Birmingham Avenue
Mount Oliver, PA 15210
(412) 885-5412

2001-02
Charlie Beistline
14180 Fox Hill Dr.
Gulfport, MS 39503

2005-06
Robert C. Eiler
VFW Post 7842
12544 N Lakefront Drive
Conneaut Lake, PA 16316
(412) 974-4095
golddust2@peoplepc.com

2006-07 
Dominic A. DeFranco
VFW Post 764
462 Thompsonville Road
McMurray, PA 15317
(724) 941-5921
(412) 613-9528
domde1@comcast.net



2007-08
John B Getz, Jr.
VFW Post 3376
2 Lakeside Drive
Reinholds, PA 17569
(717) 413-8946
jmgetz@dejazzd.com

2008-09
Larry M. Wade, Sr.
VFW Post 7377
147 High Street
Cresson, PA 16630
(814) 242-9207
venus@penn.com

2009-10
Frank G Mills, Sr.
VFW Post 1754
4016 Mills Lane
Hesston, PA 16647
(814) 599-3198
fd1mills@comcast.net

2010-11
Benjamin A Mastridge, Sr
VFW Post 6495
14 Bittersweet Road
Levittown, PA 19057
(215) 355-4973
(267) 254-9062
bensarmy@hotmail.com

2011-12
Larry N. Reece
VFW Post 5752
315 Orange Street
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
(717) 361-6298
(717) 799-8948
ljreece@embarqmail.com

2012-13
Ruth A. Fairchild
VFW Post 315
845 Arlington Avenue
New Castle, PA 16101
(724) 544-4745
fairchildra64@aol.com

2013-14
Russell R. Canevari
VFW Post 5544
105 Basalyga Street
Jessup, PA 18434
(570) 877-2479
bigguy1248@comcast.net

2015-16
Glenn R. Umberger, Jr.
VFW Post 7155
47 Pennypacker Drive
Schwenksville, PA 19473
(610) 517-3455
glenn.umberger@gmail.com

2016-17
Thomas A. Brown
VFW Post 3460
1056 Georgetown Road
Swarthmore, PA 19081
(610) 551-2541
paatom1@verizon.net

2018-19
Thomas M Hanzes
VFW Post 7599
106 N 16th Street
Greenville, PA 16125
(724) 815-9164
thomashanzes@yahoo.com

–37–

Past State Commanders ... continued



–38–

Past State Commanders ... continued

2020-21
Ronald J. Peters
VFW Post 212
1075 S Kendal Avenue
Bradford, PA 16701
(814) 366-1698
acavrp@hotmail.com

2021-22
Nathaniel Smith
VFW Post 7293
1149 Fairmont Street
Whitehall, PA 18052
(610) 509-2324
btcmret9955@hotmail.com

2022-23
Henry Mannella
VFW Post 1810
456 Dennison Drive
West Mifflin, PA 15122
(412) 500-3501
h.mannella72@yahoo.com

2024-25
David W. Gyer
VFW Post 9639
111 Cameron Avenue
Hummelstown, PA 17036
(717) 991-1473
djc57@verizon.net
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Department Service Office Locations

PENNSYLVANIA VFW ACCREDITED SERVICE 
OFFICERS AND CLAIMS CONSULTANTS

Jessica King-Department Service Officer 
Cell: 724-672-2953

Email: Jessica.King9@va.gov

John B. Getz, Jr.-State Adjutant/Quartermaster
Phone: 717-234-7927

Email: quartermaster@vfwpahq.org 

Cynthia Lewis-Veterans Service-Operations Manager
Cell: 609-865-6579

Email: clewis@vfwpahq.org 

Altoona
VAMC
2907 Pleasant Valley Boulevard, Altoona, PA 16602

Cindy Kinzey
Offi  ce: 814-943-8164 ext. 18166
Cell: 814-600-9096
Email: Cindy.Kinzey@va.gov

Butler
Butler VAMC
353 N. Duffy Road, Room FN 0001, Butler, PA 16001

Erie
VFW Erie Dept. Service Division
3112 Buffalo Road, Suite A, Erie, PA 16510
Office: 814-835-8494     Fax: 814-835-8493
 Shannon Pictrasiewicz 

Phone: 814-460-1487 
Email : shannon.vfwerie@gmail.com 

 Jim Brown 
Cell :717-210-1228 
Email : jim.vfwerie@gmail.com 
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Chris (Mick) DiRaimo 
Cell: 814-572-0906
Email: Mick.vfwerie@gmail.com
Julie Hutchison (Supervisor) 
Cell :814-520-4971
Email : Julic.Hutchison@va.gov 

 Rachel Vandyne 
Cell : 717-836-4171 
Email: Rachel.VanDyne@va.gov

Harrisburg
4002 Fenton Avenue, Harrisburg, PA 17109
717-234-7927
 Jonathan Hart 

Cell: 717-798-0030 
Email: jonathan.hart@va.gov
Mechanicsburg Veterans Center
Thurs: 8:30-4:00
Harrisburg: Monday-Friday-8:30-4:00

 Nicole Williams 
Cell: 215-356-3566 
Email: nwilliams@vfwpahg.org
Harrisburg: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:00

Lebanon VAMC
Ronald Smith
Cell: 717-332-1001
Email: rsmith@vfwpahq.org 

Lock Haven
115 E. Main St., Lock Haven, PA 17745
Office: 570-748-5929 Fax: 570-371-5479

Cynthia (Bardo) Hammer (Supervisor)
Cell: 570-502-4822
Email: cynthia.hammer@va.gov
Karen Hammer -Offi  ce Admin. 
Karen ham mervfw@gmail.com
Nadine Willits 
Cell: 570-502-0471
Nadine.Willits@va.gov

Department Service Office Locations ... continued
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Nathan (Nate) Truax 
Cell: 570-502-9650
Email: vfwrg15prez@gmail.com

Pittsburgh Service Office   
1000 Liberty Ave Room 1601 Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Office: 412-395-6259    412-395-6256    Fax: 412-395-6261

Linda Eshenbaugh (Supervisor) Cell: 724-996-4076 
Fax: 878-217-6919
Email: linda.eshenbaugh@va.gov

 Jessica King 
Cell: 724-672-2953
Email: Jessica.King9@va.gov

 Anthony Kregiel 
Cell: 267-322-1653
Email: Anthony.Kregiel@va.gov
Maura Wahl 
Cell: 412-546-6452
Email: maura.wahl@va.gov
Joshua Croner 
Phone: 412-395-6259
Email: Joshua.Croner@va.gov
Tim Owens 
Offi  ce: 412-395-6259 
Email: Timothy.owens6@va.gov
Travis Cousins 
Cell: 717-614-3319

Philadelphia Service Office 
5000 Wissahickon Avenue, Attn: VFW 
Philadelphia, PA 19144
Offi  ce: 215-381-3123 Fax: 215-381-3491
Anji Johnson (Supervisor) 
Cell: 215-595-6267 
Email: Evangeline.johnson@va.gov 
Jack (John) Leaming 
Offi  ce: 215-381-3123 
Email : John.Leaming@va.gov 

Department Service Office Locations ... continued
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 Ray Morace 
Email:raymond.morace@va.gov

 Michael Salabsky 
Cell : 835-239-3626 
Email : Michael.Salabsky@va.gov 

 Michael Nichol 
Cell: 717-884-1705
Email : Michael.Nichol@va.gov 

 Gilda Reid 
Email: Gilda.Reid@va.gov

 Trudy Strain 
Email: Gertrude.strain@va.gov

 Joseph Wartski 
Cell: 445-248-7771
Email: joseph.wartski@va.gov

Reading 
Liz Graybill
Email: lizgraybill@yahoo.com
Cell: 484-577-6898 

Wilkes-Barre 
1123 East End Blvd. Bldg. 35 Suite 1 
Wilkes Barre, PA 18702
Offi  ce: 570-821-2535   570-821-2536    Fax: 570-821-2539 
Monday-Friday 8:00-4:00 Closed for Lunch-12:00-1:00

Joann Kane {Supervisor)
Offi  ce: 570-821-2535 
Email : joann.kane@va.gov 

 Lorie Ybarra 
Offi  ce: 570-821-2536 
Email : lorie.ybarra@va.gov 
Karen Born bria 
Cell: 570-660-9158 
Email: Karen.Born bria@va.gov 

 Judy Zaykoski 
Cell : 570-899-9672 
Email : Judith.Zaykoski@va.gov

Department Service Office Locations ... continued
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Department of Pennsylvania VFW Headquarters
4002 Fenton Avenue, Harrisburg, PA 17109-5943

Phone: 717-234-7927
Fax: 717-234-1955

Web site: www.vfwpa.org
Facebook: On FB site search “VFW Department of PA”

Department Commander
William Roland – billroland5008@yahoo.com 

State Adjutant & State Quartermaster
John B. Getz, Jr. – quartermaster@vfwpahq.org

Administrative Assistant
Buddy Poppies – District Meetings – Bonding –

Audits – Membership
Joyce Reece – jreece@vfwpahq.org
Patti Stark – pstark@vfwpahq.org 

Executive Assistant to the State Commander and 
State Quartermaster/Adjutant

Post and Home Association By-Laws – Post and Home 
Association Articles of Incorporation – Post Service Officer Tests 

Marsha Fuhrman – mfuhrman@vfwpahq.org

Veterans Service Administration Operations Manager                                  
Cynthia Lewis – clewis@vfwpahq.org

Mail Room, Clerical Support, Facebook & Social Media
Felisha Acosta – facosta@vfwpahq.org

All request for Department Speakers and Department 
Leadership to attend a function, must be requested and submit-
ted on the Departments form. Please send all request by email to 

mfuhrman@vfwpahq.org or quartermaster@vfwpahq.org.

Please request your speaker well in advance of your event.

Department Service Office Locations ... continued



2025 
June 19 Juneteenth

(Department Headquarters Closed)

June 28 VFW National Home, 100th Anniversary  
Celebration, Eaton Rapids, MI

July 4 Independence Day
(Department Headquarters Closed)

July 11 Barger Scholarship Golf Scramble

August 9-13 National Convention, Columbus, OH

September 1 Labor Day
(Department Headquarters Closed)

September 11 Patriot’s Day

September 19 POW-MIA Day

September 25-28 Commander-in-Chief’s   
Homecoming, De Moines, IA

September 28 Gold Star Mother’s Day

October 13 Columbus Day
(Department Headquarters closed)

October 24-25 Eastern Conference, Wilmington, DE 

Oct 31-Nov 1 Commander’s Testimonial, 
DoubleTree by Hilton Pittsburgh, 
Cranberry

November 4 Election Day

November 11 Veterans Day
(Department Headquarters Closed)

November 27-28 Thanksgiving Holiday
(Department Headquarters Closed)
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December 24-26 Christmas Holiday
(Department Headquarters Closed)

Dec 31 – Jan 2 New Year’s Holiday
(Department Headquarters Closed)

2026
January 15-18 

January 19 

February 16 

Feb 28-Mar 5 

March 27-29 

April 3 -6 

April 10-11 

May 1 

May 25 

June 17-20 

June 22 

Mid-Winter Conference,
Eisenhower Hotel, Gettysburg, PA 
Martin Luther King, Jr 
(Department Headquarters Closed)

President’s Day

(Department Headquarters Closed) 

Legislative Conference, Washington, D.C. 

Women Veterans Conference, Pittsburgh 

Marriott North

Good Friday & Easter Monday

(Department Headquarters Closed) 

President’s Testimonial,

Wyndham Garden, York

Loyalty Day

Memorial Day 

(Department Headquarters Closed)
Department Convention, DoubleTree by 
Hilton Pittsburgh, Cranberry

Juneteenth Observed
(Department Headquarters Closed)

Important VFW & Auxiliary Dates for 2025-26
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